
Jamestown: bridging 
a path to a new future 
by MARITIMES STAFF 

Members of the James-
town School Committee 
and concerned parents 
visited NHS to witness a 
day in the life of students 
and faculty.  

Their visit was prompted 
by the pending conclusion 
of their 25-year contract 
with North Kingstown. 
Jamestown is currently 
seeking a possible new 
home for their students 
starting with the ’10-’11 
school year. 

Currently, there are two 
suitors Jamestown is con-
sidering for the coming 
school year. The first op-
tion would be a return to 
North Kingstown, which   

would see a continuation 
of the current pact. 

The second option would 
see a departure from 
North Kingstown and a 
new union with Narra-
gansett. 

Narragansett Superin-
tendent Katherine Sipala 
said a Jamestown-
Narragansett union would 
be advantageous for both 
parties. 

“One of the advantages if 
Jamestown were to come 
here would be to offer a 
more variation of sub-
jects,” Sipala said. 

Part of the visit placed 
various members of the 
Jamestown community in 
NHS classrooms.  

see JAMESTOWN, p3 

” “ 

New year -  
new rules. 
Students to  
be assigned  
a parking 
space. 
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by KYLE DOUBRAVA 
Reporter 

 
The quaint town of Narragansett was 

graced with the presence of Deborah Gist 
on Friday, September 25. Gist, who was 
appointed to the position of Commissioner 
of Education this July, is in the middle of 
her journey to Rhode Island’s schools for a 
personal evaluation. 

Gist stopped in at Narragansett Elemen-
tary School where she met with the 
school’s principal and staff and later on 
with NHS’s own Mr. Warner. Gist says she 
is certainly looking forward to her new job 
as Commissioner in this state. 

“I’m really excited about being the Com-
missioner of Education,” Gist said. “I came 
here (Rhode Island) knowing we had a big 
challenge in our hands and that’s the kind 
of work I love to do.” 

Also in attendance for Gist’s tour of NES 
was Superintendent Katherine Sipala, who 
was energetic to have the opportunity to 
have Gist see the town of Narragansett. 
“We’re happy to show her this part of the 
state,” Sipala said. “I’m very proud to show 
her this school department.” 

Sipala also said that the meeting between 
her and Gist is important because it allows 

the both of them to 
step outside their pro-
fessional relationship 
and into a more casual 
one.  
“In our professional 
relationship we would 
not see each other face-
to-face a lot,” Sipala 
said. “It means a lot to 
me that I have a 

chance to be with her a little bit more and 
show her our school district.” 

Gist was formerly the State Superinten-
dent in Washington, D.C. and she feels 
that she can adjust easily to working in 
Rhode Island based on her experiences in 
Washington. 

“While the setting is completely different, 
the needs are different and the schools are 
different there are some key components to 
the job that are similar,” Gist said. 

Sipala thinks highly of Gist based on her 
tenure in Washington. “Her knowledge of 
Washington, her knowledge of the law, and 
knowledge of what kinds of programs are 
getting support I think cannot but help 
us.” Sipala said. 

Let’s get down to 
business, shall 

by KYLE DOUBRAVA 
reporter 

 
It seems like yesterday 

the students of Narragan-
sett High School were fill-
ing trash barrels of their 
schoolwork and teachers 
cleaning out their rooms 
in celebration of the end 
of the academic year. 

However, after undergo-
ing one of the shortest 
summer vacations to date, 
the NHS faculty is pre-
pared to get back to work 
and back into their nor-
mal routine. 

One teacher who had an 
eventful summer was Ms. 
Patterson, social studies 
chair. “I got engaged, 

which was pretty interest-
ing,” Patterson said. “My 
children were also going 
in all different directions, 
which was interesting but 
not always fun.” 

Teachers tend to notice 
they have difficulty get-
ting back on their normal 
sleep schedules, as Pat-
terson  

 

Rise and shine, 
fellow teachers 

see TEACHERS, p3 

 see GIST, p3 

Mariners looking to step it up 

Narragansett’s Julien Nelson (20) tries to ward off a slew 
of Central Knights in a game on September 26. To follow 
up on the Mariner’s on field exploits see the Sports section.  

The hardest thing for 
me about going 

back to school is the 
sleep deprivation. 

-Ann Marie Patterson, social 
studies chair 



by MARITIMES STAFF 
 
Every year in Narragansett High School, one period of 

time seems to stand out from the rest: Spirit Week. 
For an extravagant week the student body creates ab-

normal costumes, decorates the foyer and participates 
in field day activities. These are only a few of the high-
lights NHS Spirit Week offers.  

So how does a student exactly keep concentrated in the 
classroom during the week-long event? How does a 
teacher write on a chalkboard while students are ec-
static on Friday’s field events to come? 

A situation like this could be similar to keeping chil-
dren on Christmas day not to open their presents; it’s a 
hard thing to accomplish.  

Some teachers resort to modifying their lesson plans, 
so Spirit Week is spent reviewing information previ-
ously covered, or providing new information which does 
not require an excessive amount of thought.  

Mr. Shields,  English, said he tries to keep students 
attention by  reviewing information and going over top-
ics that are to be used during the week leading up to 
Spirit Week activities and events. 

Although some teachers try to make the best of this 
difficult week, others become frustrated with the lack of 
attention students have in the classroom. 

Mr. Zabel, science, said the festivities of the week 
dominates the student’s thoughts, placing academic 
achievement on the back burner. 

“It is frustrating. They don’t pay attention as much, 
and they’re thinking about Spirit Week stuff,” Zabel 
said. 

Regardless of his frustration, Zabel said it is his job to 
teach his students and to impart on them as much infor-
mation as possible.  

“I’m expected to do my job for that week so students 
should be expected to do their work,” he said.  

With teachers trying their best to keep students fo-
cused on academics, students have another thought on 
their minds. Alex Burrows, freshman, said he enjoys the 
activities during Spirit Week, and wishes schoolwork 
could be decreased during the week. 

“It would be nice if the teachers gave us a bit of a 
break, so we could enjoy all of the activities which go on 
during this week,” Burrows said. 

Spirit Week at NHS is a time which causes students to 
be overjoyed with the excitement of the week,  

Strange vehicles lead to new car lottery system 
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Current freshman coping 
well with tough transition   
 by JASMINE HAZARD 
reporter 

 
From being the oldest in 

the Middle School and be-
ing the youngest in the 
High School the freshman 
are still adjusting. Now 
they have new class sched-
ules and longer classes 
than they had at the Pier 
School. 

Listening to people talk 
about the “frosh” being the 
youngest in the school, 
Caroline LaPrise, freshman 
was very opinionated about 
the start of her High school 
career. “It’s been good.” La-
Prise said. “It’s different, 
the classes are longer com-
pared to the 8 classes we 
had a day at the Pier 
School. They were shorter, 

but it’s fun.” 
Being part of the youngest 

sector of school, LaPrise 
thought it a little hard. So 
were they intimidated by 
the upper classes pointing 
and laughing? “The only is 
that the seniors walking 
next to you are a whole foot 
taller than you.” 

The first day of High 
School can be the most dif-
ficult to some trying to get 
used to the new teachers 
and other staff and wonder-
ing what the next four 
years of your High School 
career is going to like. “The 
first day can be the biggest 
step to making the Middle 
to High school adjustment 
and LaPrise was no excep-
tion. 

There are challenges to be 

met, and LaPrise had her 
harder exceptions ready. “I 
thought the first day I was 
going to get lost more than 
I did, but it was alright.” So 
far, freshman year has 
been going smoothly, but it 
might not be for the entire 
freshman class. 

Some of the guidance 
counselors also think that 
the freshmen are doing 
very well so far and that 
they are well adjusting to 
their new environment. 

 “Overall the freshmen 
have been able to find their 
way around the school and 
to their classes well. They 
are getting a great sense of 
becoming more independ-
ent and responsible” Mrs. 
Manchester, guidance coun-
selor, said. 

by JASMINE HAZARD 
reporter 
 
During this new school 

year there have been many 
changes and new school 
rules. Now it is decided 
that students must now 
register their cars with the 
principal. 

There will be a car lottery, 
which decides where stu-
dents can park their cars 
for the rest of the year. 

Jamie Harris senior said 
the car lottery was an ok 
idea. 

 “The car lottery was al-
right I guess, but I’m a sen-
ior and will never be able to 
park in the senior lot be-
cause the lottery started at 
6 and everyone got there at 
5:40,” Harris said. 

Harris said the new sys-
tem sometimes upsets her 
when there are open spots. 

“It wasn’t too bad but eve-
ryday I get here at 7ish and 

the senior lot only had 
about two cars in it and I 
can’t park in any empty 
spot,” she said. 

The car lottery seems like 
a good idea for a fresh start 
of the new school year and 
it also is very well organ-
ized by Mr. Smith.  

 Smith said t makes sure 
there is reassurance every-
one’s car is parked in the 
proper spot 

Smith also said this deci-
sion was made because 
there were car in the school 
parking lot that belonged to 
outsiders and not from any 
one in the school.  

Regardless whether the 
students like it or not this 
system will be in place for 
the remainder of the school 
year, Smith said. 

Students who earn their 
license this year will also 
have to register their cars 
in order to park in the 
school lots.  

Teachers seek to keep 
students focused during 
Spirit Week bonanza  
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Monthly Survey: 
Man’s best friend 
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4% 
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Mrs. Manchette, math 
teacher, can attest. 

“The hardest thing for 
me about going back to 
school is the sleep depri-
vation,” Patterson said. 
“That’s the thing that I 
struggle with the most 
because by the end of the 
school day I’m so tired.” 

 
Manchette also cited 

lack of sleep to why re-
turning to the back-to-
school routine can be com-
plicated. “It’s difficult to 
have to get up at 5:30 
every day rather than 
7:30,” Manchette said. “As 
much as you love the 
summer it’s good to get 
back to a structured 
schedule.” 

A handful of teachers 
were a bit skeptical when 
they were scheduled to 
teach a class they had not 
taught in years, but both 
Patterson and Manchette 
claim to have no issues 
easing into their new 
classes. Patterson is 
teaching World History 
this year, which she has 
not taught in ten years. 

“I haven’t taught World 
History in ten years but I 
have an advantage be-
cause all summer long I 
worked on the curriculum 
so it’s a little easier for 
me,” Patterson said. 

Manchette, who has not 
taught IMP IV in five 
years, also stays after 
school every day as part of 
the newly-implemented 
Extended School Day pro-
gram for Algebra I stu-
dents. 

“Just to be able to wrap 

my brain around those 
topics again can be diffi-
cult, but it’s an enjoyable 
program,” Manchette said 
of the IMP IV course. 

Patterson and Man-
chette have both admitted 
to goals they didn’t quite 
get chances to meet last 
year but are striving to 
accomplish them soon. 
Manchette already met 
her goal; her webpage is 
up and running and will 
continue to update it 
throughout the year. Pat-
terson is working on get-
ting her Master’s degree. 

“I have a personal goal 
in finishing my Master’s 
degree but I was supposed 
to start in September and 
it looks like I’ll have to 
start in January,” Patter-
son said. 

Whether it is different 
personal goals or diverse 
sleep cycles, both teachers 
are looking forward to a 
new year. 

Manchette is particu-
larly eager to begin work-
ing with her advisory on 
the graduation process. 
“I’m looking forward to 
watching my advisory 
grow and go through the 
Senior Project process,” 
Manchette said. 

Patterson also enjoys 
working with seniors. “I 
love my job, I love being a 
teacher and especially 
working with the seniors,” 
Patterson said. “I love 
seeing (the seniors) go 
through that whole proc-
ess of Civics and the Sen-
ior Projectand seeing the 
kids achieve a goal they 
set for themselves and 
that’s just a very fulfilling 
experience for me.” 

TEACHERS 

Gist explained her reason-
ing behind visiting Rhode 
Island’s schools, which in-
cludes learning what is 
working and what is not 
and having a chance to get 
close with the various com-
munities. 

Sipala believes it is great 
that Gist takes time to ex-
plore the schools the state 
has. “She wishes to be a 
hands-on leader whose pre-
sent in the districts, who 
listens to pa ents and 
teachers, takes in their in-
put and makes adjustment 
in her plan,” Sipala said. 

“That says to me she is well 
thought out about what her 
vision is but open to mak-
ing changes as the people of 
Rhode Island give her in-
put.” 

One of Gist’s concerns as 
Commissioner is standard-
ized test scores, but she 
thought highly of Narra-
gansett’s tremendous im-
provement on the NECAP 
science test. 

“Some of the highest gains 
(in scores) were here and 
when I come across Narra-
gansett it’s not just a word 
on a piece of paper; it’s your 
Superintendent, principal 
and parents so there’s 
really a human element 

there,” Gist said. 
While Sipala and Gist 

only spent a few hours to-
gether roaming NES, Si-
pala really wants Gist to 
have good impressions of 
the Narragansett School 
System. 

“I want her to say (of the 
school), ‘I saw it, I felt it, 
it’s good for kids and this 
school is on the right 
track’,” said Sipala. 

Gist has one overarching 
goal she wants to strive to 
meet. “My goal is that RI is 
the best education system 
in the country,” Gist said. “I 
really do believe that we 
can be and that’s really 
what I’m aiming toward.” 

GIST 

JAMESTOWN 
 
“I love the idea of these 
kids coming to our 
school,” Principle Warner 
said.  
“It will allow us to offer 
more electives, more 
classes, and more choices 
for kids.” 
According to Warner, 
NHS has the small school 
values, but where the 
schools come short is with 
giving students options. 
“They offer so many elec-
tives. They offer Manda-
rin as a language,” War-
ner said. 
Though the schools lack of  
opt ions  deprec iates 
Jamestown’s value of the 
school, the small school 
system works for a large 
portion of their kids. 
“I think it’s exciting that 
we’re possibly getting new 
kids in the school, and we 
have less electives now 
because we have less stu-
dents,” Paige Frankovich, 
sophomore, said. 
The arrival of Jamestown 
students will also increase 

class sizes such as foreign 
languages into their own 
separate levels. 
An athletic boost can also 
be acquired from the new 
arrival because the 
Jamestown freshmen will 
want to merge with our 
school’s extracurricular 
activities. 
Relatively small clubs 
such as VAASA, Acadeca, 
SADD, and foreign lan-
guage club may increase 
in size from the new arri-
vals.  
Jobs in teaching may dra-
matically increase from 
the growing population of 
NHS. This increase in 
population could provide 
some stability for the fac-
ulty here at NHS. 
Over the past few years 
cuts in staff have resulted 
in the loss of some of 
NHS’s favorite faculty 
members. No longer 
would this be the case 
with the addition of the 
Jamestown students.  
These reasons and more 
can make Jamestown’s 
arrival advantageous. 

Summer reading a high 
school staple; here to stay 
by Maritimes Staff  

 
For all students at Narra-

gansett High School, sum-
mer is typically the time of 
year to pull out the beach 
pass and soak up the sun.  

However, in the closing 
days of the school year, the 
NHS English department 
hands out that solitary 
piece of paper to all stu-
dents that will have large 
implications on their first 
quarter grade next year; 
the summer reading assign-
ment.  

The incoming freshman 
were given the option to 
enroll in either English 9 or 
English 9 Accelerated, both 
consisted of different read-
ings. 

Lauren Wade, freshman, 
is currently enrolled in 
English 9 Accelerated and 
read The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer and Life of Pi. 
“Although the books were 
interesting and provided 
me with different ideas, I 
found the books to be a 
fairly easy read,” Wade 
said. 

On the opposite side of the 
spectrum, the seniors were 
provided with a few choices 
which were geared towards 
a more worldly view.  

Sean Wright, senior, read 
Kite Runner and The Mem-
ory of Running for contem-
porary literature. Of his 
choices, Wright was re-
quired to read Kite Runner, 
but chose The Memory of 

Running based on what his 
fellow peers told him of the 
book.  

“I found the books to be a 
bit difficult. I felt as though 
the reading was a bit over 
my head and I missed out 
on some of the major plot 
points,” Wright said.  

In addition to the English 
summer reading list, social 
studies also has some sum-
mer reading requirements 
for their course.  

AP Psychology requires 
the students to read and 
gain a basic understanding 
of the course over the sum-
mer.  The intent is to pro-
vide some context as to 
what the students will be 
studying over the course of 
the year.   
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Word on the street 
What did you do this summer? 

“I worked at a gas dock at Wickford 
Shipyard, had Block Island excur-
sions to the Mohegan Bluffs, and 
went over mis amigos de casas and 
had divertido” - Tyler Casey, Senior  

“I studied biology” - Mr. Adam Reis, 
Faculty 

“I worked at NTB and Spain, went to 
Yankee Stadium to see the Yankees 
play”- Jake Auslander, Senior 

Worry-free parking 
by Maritimes Staff  

 
What more of a better way 

to start the school year 
than with a lottery? For 
those who had your Power-
ball tickets out and ready, 
the following may appear 
dismaying. 

The administration at 
Narragansett High School 
recently conducted a lot-
tery, a “first come, first 
serve” basis.  

They gave away the re-
maining senior parking lot 
spaces after the senior class 
council had theirs assigned 
to them. The announce-
ment of the lottery made 
some students turn sheet 
white, realizing a deduction 
of freedom was en route.  

In addition, with the 
chances of getting a senior 
parking lot spot small, the 
chances grew smaller. Stu-
dents who were part of the 
Senior class council were 
reserved the first ten spots, 
no lottery needed. 

Although this new policy 
restricts some students to 
park freely, there are a few 
positive aspects to this en-
forcement. 

One of the optimistic out-
comes of this lottery per-

tains to the upperclassmen. 
While underclassmen are 
forced to scramble looking 
for their spaces on a daily 
basis, seniors have the 
privilege to “own” their spot 
for the remainder of the 
year.  

Organization is also a key 
plus. Students now park in 
an orderly fashion that is 
easily accessible and main-
tainable for faculty. 

All students who regularly 
drive themselves to school 
were given a red identifica-
tion sticker to place on the 
inside of their cars. This is 
to ensure that all who park 
on school grounds do belong 
to the school. 

If a car is parked at NHS 
and does not have the red 
sticker, necessary action 
will be taken to ensure the 
safety of the school environ-
ment. 

Although there have been 
many positives to this new 
lottery system, signs of fa-
voritism seem to have sur-
faced. Prior to the student 
body entering into the lot-
tery, the senior class coun-
cil were provided with the 
ten closest spots to the 
school. 

Clearly this group of stu-

dents have done a great 
deal to support and guide 
the senior class. However, 
who is to say these indi-
viduals are more influential 
or important than the next 
senior? 

There are plenty of sen-
iors who assist in all the 
fundraisers, attend all the 
dances and have as much 
school spirit as the honored 
class council. Since these 
students don’t have a title 
their efforts seem trivial-
ized and they are not re-
warded with the same 
privileges as the class coun-
cil.  

If parking spots were go-
ing to be assigned by the 
merit of each student, then 
an application should have 
been submitted rather than 
a “first come, first serve” 
basis. 

Despite this one hang-up, 
the lottery system was a 
welcomed change here at 
NHS. Students now have 
the knowledge that they 
don’t have to worry about 
finding a spot in the morn-
ing and can spend that ex-
tra five minutes on brush-
ing their teeth, combing 
their hair, and kissing their 
mother good-bye. 

With the potential influx of Jamestown students 
in the Narragansett School system, many are looking 
at the pros and cons of this venture.  

Although the increase of additional students 
would help to bolster both NHS academic and ath-
letic fields, the current facilities seem a bit cramped. 
Any student can tell that walking down the schools 
hallways between class periods is a complete and 
utter nightmare. Try adding another fifty freshmen 
to the hallways and this little nightmare becomes 
and unrelenting comma.  

While navigating the overcrowded halls of NHS, 
one may run into numerous unfamiliar faces. These 
new students may create an uneasy tension amongst 
the student body which might take away from aca-
demic performance.  

However despite some negative attributes the 
Jamestown arrival may bring many positive changes 
to this institution of learning. 

This  will bring a new  level of competition 
amongst athletes in the school. There are going to be 
new athletes for each sport which helps athletes step 
up there game thus providing more successful sea-
sons.  

In addition to improving the athletic fields, the 
new student arrival may arouse interest in new or 
existing clubs. Rather than having four members of 
SADD, there will be more kids to fill up vacant spots. 

Along with providing an extra boost to the athletic 
and social aspects of NHS, new students might help 
expand the choices of electives. Classes such as Ital-
ian three and four would no longer be shared as one 
and be two separate classes. This will provide a new 
exciting learning environment for students. 

Despite the numerous pros and cons of this ven-
ture, the NHS community will welcome these new-
comers with open arms. 

Welcome to 
your new home 

Emma Bush 
Samantha Comparone 

Naomi Decker 
Sean Donoghue 

Elizabeth Ferguson 
Jenny Ferguson 

Paige Frankovich 
Madeline Godfrey 

Samantha Leighton 
Paige McKnight 

Ashlynne Messier 
Meagan Mycroft 

Alyssa Paglia 
Giana Pella 

Gabrielle Risica 
Danielle Silva 
Victoria Sauro 
Abigail Soscia 
Lauren Wade 

Reporters 
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NHS SPORTS 

Football season, up and running 

Oct. 1 —  
Girls’ Tennis vs. 
Toll Gate @ 3:30 
Oct. 2 —  
Boys’ Soccer vs. 
Cranston East 
@ 3:30 
Oct. 3 —  
Football vs. 
Mount Pleasant 
(Homecoming 
Game) @ 12:00 
Oct. 6 —  
Boys’ Soccer vs. 
Westerly @ 3:30 
Oct. 7 —  
Girls’ Soccer vs. 
Burriville @ 3:30 
Oct. 9 —  
Girls’ Soccer vs. 
Tiverton @ 3:45 
Girls’ Volleyball 
vs. Rogers @ 
6:30 
Oct. 15 —  
Girls’ Tennis vs. 
Cranston West 
@ 3:30 
Oct. 17 —  
Football vs. 
Tiverton @ 2:30 
Oct. 19 —  
Boys’ Soccer vs. 
East Green-
which @ 3:30 
Oct. 21 —  
Girls’ Soccer vs. 
St. Ray’s @ 4:00 
Oct. 27 —  
Girls’ Volleyball 
vs. Westerly @ 
6:30 
Oct. 30 —  
Football vs. 
Classical @ 7:00 

Upcoming 
home games 
this October 

by MATT PISTACCHIO 
reporter 

The wheels of Narragansett foot-
ball were turning once again Sep-
tember 4 as the Mariners started 
their regular season with an injury 
fund game at Westerly. 

“Our expectations for this year are 
high,” Dean Healey, defensive coor-
dinator, said. “We have a lot of re-
turning players including Matt El-
dridge.” 

The injury fund game is only a half 
of a game, and is used as a fund-
raiser every year for the medical 
bills of injured Rhode Island football 
players. 

The Mariners started the game 
with intensity as they fought their 
way for short gains. The first out of 
several turnovers occurred from a 
fourth down fumble and Westerly 
gained possession. 

“We need to step up this year,” 
Shane Smith, senior lineman, said. 
“In order for us to have a successful 
season we need to play physical.” 

The defense showed prowess as 
every time Westerly attempted to 
pass the line of scrimmage, they 
were met with a mass of white jer-
seys. 

“Our defense was great in the 
game, but we can always improve as 
the season continues. Our secondary 
unit needs to stay solid and consis-
tent,” Healey said. 

The game took a turn for the worst 
as Mark Griffith, sophomore, was 
sacked for a Mariner loss. An incom-
plete pass and a stopped run led to 
the arrival of the Narragansett punt 
team. 

A bad snap on the punt attempt 
gave Westerly the ball once again. 
The defense, showing no resiliency, 
stopped the men in blue for a second 
time, capping it off with a sack. 

“We’re definitely going to have a 
play-off appearance,” Ross Gorenski, 
junior lineman, said. “We just need 
to work hard and dedicate ourselves 
to a superbowl this year. We have 
the skill.” 

Starting the series with a deep in-
complete pass to Tom Fitzpatrick, 
junior, made for a quick second and 
ten. After another stopped run and 
a short intermission as the second 
quarter began, a first down was con-
verted off a screen pass to Julian 
Nelson, junior. 

Two plays later, their first and ten 
was now a third fifteen from 

stopped toss and sweep plays. A 
deep pass to Fitzpatrick was de-
flected and then recovered by West-
erly as the Mariners were handed 
their umpteenth turnover of the 
half. 

“We need an offensive threat,” 
Ryan Mycroft, senior lineman, said. 
“We have big holes to fill and Matt 
E. has a lot on his shoulders.” 

Along with this turnover, Sean 
Wright, senior center, hurt his right 
shoulder sending him out of the 
game. Other injuries include Tyler 
Casey, senior running back, who 
broke his collar bone from an ATV 
accident over Labor Day weekend. 

A run attempt was stopped by the 
defensive line and their series ended 
with a down-field sack for a West-
erly loss. 

A bad snap resulted in a safety to 
put Westerly on the scoreboard, 2-0. 
After another unsuccessful series for 
Westerly, they attempted a field 
goal only for the kick to be off to the 
right of the goal post. 

Thus Narragansett, Division III, 
took their first loss of the season in 
a defensive showcase and an offen-
sive meltdown to Division II West-
erly. 

by MATT PISTACCHIO 
reporter 

This year, new order has 
been brought to the Narra-
gansett High School’s cross 
country in the form of a 
new head coach. Mrs. 
Ashworth, science teacher 
and junior adviser, has 
taken the reigns of previ-
ous coach Mrs. Krous, also 
a science teacher and jun-
ior adviser. 

“I always wanted to be 
the cross country coach,” 
Ashworth said. “I like run-
ning, and the timing 
worked out perfectly be-
tween the schedules for 
practices and when to pick 

up my children.” 
Mrs. Ashworth ran cross 

country when she was in 
high school, so she has the 
experience to help out this 
year’s team. 

“She’s really great,” Jen 
Castro, senior, said. “She 
is always enthusiastic and 
she has made an effort to 
recruit new students to 
run.” 

The team has high expec-
tations for this year under 
the new leadership of 
Ashworth. 

“We have a much 
younger team this year 
with only five seniors, but 
the season’s pretty quick 

and I’m looking forward to 
a successful season,” Cas-
tro said. 

Ashworth has imple-
mented few different poli-
cies. 

“The changes are simple. 
We’ll be running some dif-
ferent routes around town 
and just mixing it up as we 
go along. My goal is keep it 
as fun as possible,” 
Ashworth said. 

Other missions of 
Ashworth include those of 
the runners’ feelings about 
running itself. “I want 
each runner to have good 
memories of their time 
spent in cross country.” 
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Heavy dose of action from Tarantino in Basterds 
by SEAN WRIGHT 
reporter 

 
Once upon a time…in 

Nazi-occupied France. The 
opening quote of a movie 
that catches the viewers’  
eyes, making them leap 
into a two-and-a-half hour 
sequence of violence, ac-
tion, and the occasional 
laugh in Quentin Taran-
tino’s (Pulp Fiction, Kill 
Bill Vol. 1 & 2) new block-
buster flick, Inglourious 
Basterds.   

The movie showcases the 
effect of the Nazi’s control 
over the people of France, 
and how a secret group of 
Jewish-American soldiers 
plan to dethrone Adolf Hit-
ler and every Nazi.  

Broken up into a series of 
five chapters, each ex-
pressing the theme for the 
specific scene, the film 
takes the viewer into the 
lives of two main charac-
ters, Shosanna Dreyfus 
(Mélanie Laurent) and Lt. 
Aldo Raine (Brad Pitt). 

 Their stories eventually 
intertwine into the final 
chapter. 

One of the character’s 
stories, expressed by Sho-
sanna, shows the vigilante 
life lived by an undercover 
Jew, who in that time was 
persecuted by the Nazis.  

Through her eyes the 
viewer sees the struggle of 
being a minority during 
the power of Germany, but 
as the movie and her story 

progress, Shosanna comes 
up with the perfect plan to 
put a damper on Ger-
many’s reign. 

While Shosanna is deal-
ing with things on her 
own, Lt. Raine heads a 
small group of twelve sol-
diers known as “The Bas-
terds.”  Their sole purpose?  
Take down the heads of 
the Germany’s govern-
ment, and every Nazi sol-
dier that stands in their 
path. 

With some additional cast 
of the movie, such as Col. 
Hans Landa (Christopher 
Waltz), a Nazi commander 
that adds an eerie shadow 
to most scenes and pro-
vides a dark sense 
throughout the movie, In-

glourious Basterds de-
finently will likely pose as 
a threat at the Academy 
Awards, this upcoming 
March.  

Though some scenes in 
the movie tended to drag 
on, Basterds packed a 
punch with every sus-
penseful minute of the 
movie. 

Will Shosanna success-
fully make her stand 
against the Germans? Will 
Lt. Raine and the 
“Basterds” take over the 
German empire? 

The viewer’s questions, as 
with these, are answered 
from time and time again 
throughout the length of 
the film, leaving you ec-
static with praise. 

Scurry on down to “Wing Night” at Pancho O’Malley’s 

by SEAN WRIGHT 
reporter  
 

Where can you go to get 
an excellent atmosphere 
for hanging out with 
friends and watching the 
Monday night football 
game with just a short 
drive away? 

When you add up all of 
these factors, there’s truly 
only one place that you 
know is quality with quan-
tity.  That place is Pancho 
O’Malley’s, located in 
Mariner Square. 

Pancho’s offers a selective 
choice of specials for each 
night of the week, such as 
Taco Tuesday and the fa-

mous Monday Night $.30 
Wings. 

Pancho’s offers different 
types of wings to choose 
from, such as plain, barbe-
que, buffalo, and the local 
favorite, General Rally’s. 

General Rally’s is similar 
to General Tso’s chicken, 
being both spicy and sweet 
with buffalo and barbeque 
sauce. 

If you happen to like 
more than one type of 
wing, you can mix any fla-
vors together to the satis-
faction of your order. 

Positive things to look 
upon dining at Pancho’s is 
that for Wing Night, it is 
very inexpensive.  If you 
were to do the math, bring-
ing $6 would get you 20 
wings. 

Also, the dining atmos-
phere is to perfection when 
you’re with friends and 
watching different sports 
on the television sets. 

However, a downside to 
this seemingly perfect eat-
ery would be the service. 

Though not that bad, 

there were specific down-
ers like waiting on wings 
or the attitude of a wait-
ress.  Due to the popularity 
of this event, waitresses 
often forget to grab your 
wings and you’re forced to 
wait a longer period of 
time to enjoy. 

And don’t get your hopes 
up for when they come 
around, for they may not 
be exactly what you or-
dered. 

With great food at inex-
pensive prices, Pancho 
O’Malley’s and Wing Night 
definitely serves  up a 
wingin’ good time and 
stands up to this writer’s 
standards. 

Movies to 
look into... 

October 2nd: 
Capitalism: A Love 
Story—R 
Zombieland—R 
The Invention of Ly-
ing—PG-13 
More Than A Game—
PG 
A Serious Man—R 
 

October 9th: 
Couples Retreat—PG-
13 
An Education—PG-13 
Bronson—R 
Trucker—R 
Good Hair—PG-13 
 

October 16th: 
The Stepfather—PG-
13 
Where The Wild 
Things Are—PG 
Law Abiding Citizen—
R 
New York, I Love—R 
Black Dynamite—R 
 

October 23rd: 
Saw VI—R 
Amelia—PG 
Astro Boy—PG 
Motherhood—PG-13 
The Private Lives of 
Pippa Lee—R 
Cirque du Freak: The 
Vampire’s Assis-
tant—PG-13 
 

October 30th: 
The Boondock Saints 
II: All Saint’s Day—R 
The House of the 
Devil—R 
This Is It—PG 
Gentlemen Bron-
cos—PG-13 
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What’s your top  ? 5 

by KATHRYN SMURRO 
reporter  

 
With spirit week rapidly approaching, excite-

ment along with stress overcomes students as 
well as faculty at Narragansett High School. A 
wide array of colors ranging from purple to me-
tallic as well as the addition of the class of 2013 
ensures a spirit week to remember. 

The effort and time devoted to spirit week fes-
tivities has conquered some daily activities. 
“The classes go through quite a discussion,” Mr. 
Shroeter, Social Studies teacher, said. “I 
watched the seniors for 45 minutes until they 
chose cops and robbers.”  

The halls and school itself are bursting with 
colors and competitive students trying to secure 
the reign of spirit week champions. Every year 
each class starts early, brainstorming clever 
ways to make their class stand out. 

One of the ways students have decided to stand 
out is choosing bright and vibrant colors. The 
seniors selected metallic, trying to dazzle their 
way to the victory with two colors, gold and sil-
ver. 

Although the senior class chose these colors 
there was some disappointment in the verdict. “I 
don’t like the colors; I feel that it was a bad deci-
sion. It’s hard to get silver and gold clothing” 
Ryan Mycroft, senior, said.  

The juniors decided on a light blue, whereas 
the sophomores opt for a bold color, orange to 
stand out. As the most recent class, the fresh-
men had the last choice and elected purple. 

Others are excited for the challenges that lay 
ahead with the availability of their colors. 

“Yes, I like the color orange, it’s a good color 
and it stands out amongst a lot of colors” Mr. 
Reis, science teacher, said. 

Another element of the stimulating week is the 
floats. This year’s floats are devoted to decades. 
As time elapses and more spirit weeks come and 
go, students learn from their mistakes, improve 
their ideas and strive to prevail. 

“Now we’re upperclassman and have the 
chance to win because of our good float ideas”, 
Ana DiPrete, junior, said. 

The seniors are taking on the 1990’s, while the 
juniors are going into the future. The sopho-
mores are departing back in time to the 1960’s 
and the freshmen are portraying the 1950’s. 

A change from previous spirit weeks is the ab-
sence of the traditional hallway decorating. 
Now, each class only has the foyer to flaunt 
their imaginative abilities. “Part of it is a fire 
hazard and another reason is, if it’s in the foyer 
more people will see it and we can promote 
spirit week to a larger audience.” Mr. Smith, 
assistant principal, said. 

The traditional red and white day will be held 

on Tuesday where students will wear the school 
colors.  

In addition to red and white day there is a mu-
sic day which will be held on Wednesday. Stu-
dents from each class will wear clothes accord-
ing to their musical choice. 

The variety of music includes rock and roll, 
pop, country, and oldies. 

With regards to the other themes the student 
council allowed each class to select their own 
individual theme which will be known as the 
choice day.  

On Thursday October 1 an assortment of di-
verse attire will take over the school. Cops and 
robbers, superheroes, pirates, and nerds were 
voted.  

Spirit week comes to a halt with the field 
events. Amongst these events are male cheer-
leading, Simon says and tug of war. 

Ultimately, spirit week is a strenuous week for 
the whole student body; however it unites stu-
dents more than any other school related activ-
ity. 

“After the week is over I’m relieved and want 
to take a nap, but I love it”  Shroeter, said. 

The effort, dedication and enthusiasm of all the 
classes combined in Narragansett High School 
will generate a memorable spirit week that will 
set it apart from all others. 

NHS spirit week is one of a kind 

1.Cozumel 
2.Hawaii 
3.Chicago 
4.Seattle 
5.Canada 

Favorite Vacation Destinations 

Mrs. Gabrilowitz 


